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'" The Duties of Vives. 


t. Tl their duty to love their 
Husbands : this is a duty that 


:  - helps to the right performance of 


\ every duty no ; duty will be well 
diſcharged without it,tis ſo neceflary 
that the Apoſtle would not only 


WE : have Titus preſs it himſelf, but'put 
*  +the aged women upon teaching 


+ the younger to love their Husbands 
Tit. 24. | 


-2. To be ſubject to their husbands, 
' this is theCardinal,vertue,the prime 


”  yertue of a wife , therefore the 


. Apoſtles do ſo oft in plain expreſs 


E = termes require and preſs it, Eph. g. 


22. 23. Col. 3. 18. 1 Pet. 3. 1.-'tis 
-»breach of God's order whenWives 
are not ſubjeQt. 


3. Tobe faithful, Wc. they muft 
- not in word or aCtion be unfaith- 
ful to their Husbands , this is a 
breach of Covenant, yea the Lords 
Covenant,Prov 2, 17. 


4, To be careful to pleaſe, 4gc. 

he Apoſtle takes it for 

Erantedfhat a good wife dos ſo,be- 
aufE ihe ought to do ſo. 


8: To endeavour to win the 
buls- of their Husbands, and that; 
By a holy Converſation a good 
arriage, 1Pet. 3.1. 2. By gentle per- 
aſions, perſwading them to mind 
good of their ſouls, 1 Cor. 7, 
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= 6, To bear quietly and patiently 
with their Husbands. 1 Pet. 3. 4. as 
wives ſhould not provoke their Huſl- 
127 ds, ſo they ſhould not eafily be 
rovoked by them. 
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© 7. Toreverence their Husbands, 
ze Holy Ghoſt takes notice of it as 
tommendable thing in Sr«b, ſhe 
alld her Husband Lord, Pet. 3: 6. 
pa mentioned as an uſual thing done 


©8. Tobe helpful to, Le, ont end 


> hs, 
: 
= 


Wives Creation was to hel 
band, Gen. 2. 15. they mu 


Y _-4 


Pro. 31. 12, 


helpful to their Bodies , Eſtates, 


The true and faithful Diſcharge of 


Is a very great Honour and Ornament to the 


OCTRINE ofthe GOSPEL; 


Without, which the talk of Godlineſs, and Profeſſion of Religion, is vain ; and 
therefore all Chriſtians ſhould labour to underſtand their Relative Duties, 
and be careful and conſcionable in the diſcharge of them. 


Of Husbands, 


0 lore their Waves, 'tis the 
duty of Wives tv love their 
Husbands , Children their Parents, 
Servants'their Maſters,&c. but more 
eſpzcially the Husband is to love 
the Wife, or with a more ſpecial 
love, this is the prime vertue of a 
Husband, Col. yg, 19. Eph. 5. 25. 
Chrift is the Pattern and Example, 
28, and 32. 

2. To dwell with theirWives, 1 Pet. 
3. 7. the Husband muſt forſake Fa- 
ther and Mother and cleave to his 
Wife ,G. 2. 24. Where the Apoſtle 
ſtates the queſtion of ſeparating for 
faſtmg and prayer by conſent , he 
ihews muſt be only for a time, and 
then they muſt come together 
again, 1 Cor. 7.5, Chrift condemns 
the Jews putting away their Wives 
when they diſliked them. Met. 11. 

3. To pray for their Wives, 6G. 25. 
21, he did not curſe his Wife, nor 
was bitter againt her becauſe ſhe 
had no children, but intreated the 
Lord for her. 

4. To pray with his Wife, 1 Pet. 
3. 9. the Apoftle takes it for gran- 
ted that good Husbands and Wives 
pray po pn tis their manner 
and cuitum to do ſo. They -have 
mutual need of prote&ion, direQi- 
on, many bleſſings. | 

5. To be faithful to their Wives, 
otherwiſe the Lord will be a wit- 
neſs againft them, Mar. 2. 14. 

6. Wiſely to manage their autho- 
rity , muſt not be with paſhon and 
bitterneſs, but with wiſdom , meek- 
neſs, patience. 1 Pet. 3.7. 

7. To maintain their Wives au- 
thority; if tis weakened, they will 
prevail the leſs in their Husbands 
abſence. 6G. 16. 6. 

8. To honour their Wives, 1 Pex. 
2. 7. the Husband is to reſpe&@ and 
elteem hisWife,or otherwiſe he will 
diſcourage her, amtl occaſion unqui. 
etneſs. 

9. To cover the infirmities of 
their Wives, Joſeph had great cauſe 
to ſuſpett his Wife of incontinency, 
a foul crime,yet he would not make 
her a publick example. Mat. 1. 19, 

10. Toadviſe with their Wives, 
God hath made theWife of her Huſ. 
bands Privy-Counci!. G. 31. 4. 

11. To comfort theirWives, Have 
they trouble of ſpirit, affli&ion of 
body, loſs of Children &c. Husbands 
muft endeayour to comfort them in 
all their troubles and aMiitions,out- 
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Of Children. 


honour their Parents; this is 
expreſs in the fifth Com- 
mandment, where, 1, 'Tis dire&ly 
mentioned, not by conſequence, 
2, It hath a promiſe annexed to it, 
that thy days may be long , Ui. and 
under long life is included a proſ- 
perous life,ſo far as ſhall be for Gods 
Glory & their good, which ſheweth 
fhe ſpecial reſpe& God hath to 
thoſe that honour their Parents ,and 
how {ready he is to beſtow his 
Bleſſing on them, Eph. 6« 2, 3, Chil- 
dren muſt honour their Parents, 
1.in Heart; they muſt keep an in- 
ward reverence of them, Lev. 19. 3» 
2. In Word ; give them honourable 
Titles , and meek and courteous 
ſpeechyG. 22.7. Pro, 31, 28.3, In be> 
ana. hy. them obeyſancezthus 
we find the Saints of old, even thoſe 
eminent ones that are gone up to 
glory, G. 46» 12, Ex. 18.7.1 Kinge 
2, I9, - , I 
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2. Toobey their Parents, in their 
commands, inftruttions, repoofs, 
Eph. 6. 1, Pro. 1.8, g. 


3. To ſubmit to their correCtions, 
Heb. 12,9. the Apoſtle does not only 
mention what they had done, but 
intimates what Children ſhould do. 


4. To bear with the infirmities 
of their Parents , cover them in 
love, Pro. 23. 22, old Women are 
many times full of infirmities, pet- 
tiſh,froward, humerous, butChildren 
muſt not therefore deſpiſe them,but 
bear with and cover their infirmi- 
ties, G. 9g. 23. 
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5. To requite their Parents their 
kindneſs care and coft toward them, 
1 Tim, 5. 4. this Children ſhould do, 
T. Ry acknowledging their Parents 
Love and paines. 2. By a dutiſul 
behaviour; this is the crown of Pa- 
rents, a great comfort to them. 2. 
By viſiting of them, eſpecially in 
time of ſickneſs, and diſcomfort. G6. 
48. 2.3. and 37. 35. 4. Ry aiding 
and relieving them, if they be low 
and in neceſſity, G. 45. 10. Chriſt 
fhews it was wicked dofrine , to 
free perſons from relieving their 
poor neceſſitous parents, Mat. 7. 11, 
12. $. By endeavouring to prote&t 
them in time of danger, 1 Sam, 22, 


3. 4 


Of Parents. 


I, TO pray with and for their Chul- 
dren. Your Children have their 
natural blindneſs an4 corruption 
from you, and ſhould not you pray 
for their good ? G. 17, 15. 
2, To teach them the holy Scrip- 
ture, and that both by reading to 
them,and bringing them up in read- 
ing ; it was the ſpecial commenda- 
tion of Lois and Eunice. 2 Tin. 1. 
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3. To catechiſe their Children, 
Pre. 22, 6. traine up or catechiſe. 

4. To inculcate ſpiritual inftru- 
ions , not only to teach, but fre- 
quently, diligently, Deut. 6, 6,7. and 
L1. 9. 

©" To deliyer to their Children 
thoſe memorable pafſages of pro- 
Vidence that have been in their days, 
or their fathers have told them, Jef. 
4- 21, 22. Deut. 4. 9. Pſa. 78. 4. 

6. To have their Children to the 
ſolemn Worſhip of God. Parents 
muſt not ſuffer their Children to 
ſerve the Devil while they are ſ(cr- 
ving the Lord. 6. 35. 3- 
£7.To corre their Children. They 
muſt not only charge and com- 
mand their Children, G. 18, 19- 
but corret them if they do not 
obſerye their Commands. Prov. 13, 
24. and 22. 15. and 23. 14. Elzes..in- 
dulgence coft htm dear, 1 Sam.2.31. 

$8. Not to exaſperate their Chil- 
dren ; Parents 
alway to evidence that what they 

do is out of love. Eph. 6. 4. Col. 3. 
21. 'tis an exhortation to Parents 
not to be over harſh and ſharp to- 
ward their Children, that may give 
them occaſion rather to hate , than 
loye them. 

9. To bring them up in honeft 
calling's 4dam, that was Lord of the 
whcle world, and the father of all 
living , brought up his ſons in 
honeſt Callings,one was a ſhepherd, 
the other an Husband-Man. 6G. 4. 2. 
Ti. 3.14. 

10. To guide their «Children in 
their Matches,the glory of God ; the 
credit of Religion, the good of Chil- 
dren, and comfort of Parents them- 
ſelves, are all concerned in it; great 
evils have come into the world by 
ill Matches, G. 6. 24. how careful 
Abraham was , G. 24. 3. what a ftrift 
charge, Deut 7. 3- the Father is to 
diſpoſe of his daughter, 1 Cor. 7. 38. 

11. To provide for their Chil- 
dren, G. 30, 30. 1 Tim. 5.8. 2 Cor. 
12, 14. 

12, To give them good examples; 


onld endeavour' 


Of Ser vents, 


K 

of both Sexes;tis an illbeſeem- 
ing thing , yea a thing contrary to 
Scripture, for Servants to be ſaucy 
and checkmate,with their Maſters, 
I. Tim. 6. 1.all honour. 3. e. in 
ſpeech and behaviour. 1 Pet. 2. 18, 
they mult inwardly reverence their 
Maſters from the heart , and out- 


ewardly declare it in word and car- 


riage,yea though they be not good 
and gentle , but froward. Servants 
are apt to deſpiſe and contemn thoſe 
that are peeviſh and froward, but 
this they muſt not do , they muſt 
have reſpe&t to the Ordinance of 


God, imply'd Met. 1.6. 


2, To obey their Maſters, Religi- 
on doth not teach Servants to be 
looſe and careleſs ; this obedience 
mutt be, 1. Chearful, not by com- 
pulſton,but free, willing. 2. Sincere, 
aiming at the good and welfare 
of their Mafters. 3. Univerſal,in all 
things, 7. e. all lawful things ; for 
otherwiſe they muſt obey God ra- 
ther than men, Eph, & 5. 7. Col. 3. 
22, Tits 29, 


3. To bediligent in their Mafters 
buſineſs , the wicked and flothful 
Servant are joyn'd together, Mar. 
25. 26.This diligence muſt not only 
be in the Maſters preſence,but in his 
abſence, Eph. 6. 6. 


4. To bear patiently the checks 
and reproofs of their Maſters, they 
muſt not be croſs and curriſh, not 
give word for word, gain-ſaying is 
a great evil in a Servant, Tit, 2. 9. 


s. Tobe faithful to their Maſters, 
the other are nothing without this: 
Let a Servant be skilful,paincul,dili- 
gent, and of good carriage, 'tis no- 
thing without faithfulneſs, all other 
properties of a Servant ftink with- 
out faithfulneſs, this is the prime 
yertue of a ſervant. Chrift joyns 
good and faithful Servant together, 
Mat. 25. 21, 23. a Servant can never 
be a good Servant that is not a faith- 
ful Servant. Tie. 2. 10. Muft ſhew 
all good fidelity. This faithfulneſs 
muft extend to their Maſters name, 
eftate, bodys, ſoules, relations, and 
muſt be equal and entire inall parts 
of faithfalneſs, in all kind of bu- 
fineſs. 


Of Maſters. 


I. T2 be gentle, not harſh and ri- 
gorous, like the Task-Maſters 
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O-reverence their Governours of Egypt, this is undecoming Chr- 


ftian Maſters, the Apoſtle joyns the 
good and gentle together, 1 Pet. 2. 
18. muſt not be outragious for ev 
trifle, but gentle, kindly , bear wi 
their Servants. Maſters ſhould be as 
fathers to their Sexyants,not only in 
point of ſuperiority over their Ser- 
vants, but in point of loving and - 
tender reſpe&t to their Servants, 
2 King. 5. 13. Epb. 6, 9. 


2. To keep up their authorityzloſe 
this, and the beauty of a family is 
loft, and, *tis much if ſad confi 
don't creep into the family; remem. - 
ber in whoſe ftead thou art, as a Ma» - 
fter and Governour ofa family thou 
repreſenteſt God himſelf, who is the 
Maſter and Governour of all, and © 
therefore thou ſhouldeſt maintain 
the dignity of the place wherein 
the Lord hath ſet thee. | 


3. To provide convenient, com- 7 
fortable food and rayment for their 
Servants, Prov. 31. 15, 21. are cdlo- * 
thed with ſcarlet, or double __ 
ments, #. e. they are well clothed * 
againſt the cold, Col. 4. 1. I 


4. To look to their commands; <* 
both as to , 1. The matter of 
them ; Maſters muſt ſee their Com- 
mands be lawful and good , muſt - 
not impoſe any thing upon Servants 
which the Lord hath not warranted 
in his word , not require Servants 
tolyeor filch for them,or break the 
$3bbath. 2. The meaſure, Maſters 
muſt not impoſe more labour upan 
their Servants than they have 
trength well and comfortably to 
perfom; this is oppreſſion and cruel- - 
ty, Efai. 58. 6. 


6. To -prote& and ſhelter their. _ 
Servants,muſt not ſuffer them to be 
wronged and abuſed by others 3 as - 
the Lord is a ſhield to his Servants, 
Pſa. $4. 11. 4 


6. To take care of their Servants 
in their fickneſs and weakneſs, and - 
uſe means for their recovery, Mat. - 
8. 6. F 


7. To endeavour the good efthe & 
ſouls of their Servants : of all duties 
this is ns gn and ma oft 
negleQed- ; Joſtne would not 
$-rve ſc [ have his hou» - . 


ward, inward, Eph. 5. 29. 

| ſhold ſerve God with him, Jof. 24. - 
15.what a Religious —_— ham 
had ; as they were train'd in civit af 
fairs, and military Gen. 
14. 14. ſo in Religiousmatters too,” 


the Parents ations be copies for 
their Children , very alent. 
David reſolved, Pſal. 101. 2. Good 
_ el's vain, without good exam- 
ples. 


for Amnſbam Churchil, 1683. 
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